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ABSTRACT

This packet of materials describes and documents an
integrated curriculum of Spanish second language and art instruction offered
to freshmen at St. Charles High School (Illinois). The model is the first
step in development of other interdisciplinary programs in the school
district. The course is designed to improve students' international
perspective and cultural understanding and to foster students' ability to
discover through interdisciplinary connections. Classes are conducted during
a 2-hour block period, and activities include art appreciation exercises,
hands-on art activities, and oral, written, and visual performances
integrating art and language content. The packet includes: an introductory
note sent to students before the school year; a letter to parents of
participants; a course description; an outline of targeted content, skills,
instructional techniques and activities, and assessment activities for each
month in the school year; two sample tasks and task evaluation worksheets for
teachers; a letter to parents after the first five weeks of class; a
description of computer-related activities and their objectives; a list of
art projects used in 1995-96; and a newspaper article about the class. (MSE)
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ARECRARNOERADON,

PEAR , '
iFELICIDADES !  (comGRATULATIONS!)
You have chosen vo th'u'rafy in +he newly
developed elass called *La Fontera® (vhe
border) +hat combines your beginning art
eurritadam classes ..mi Your ﬁpa.nish_f
elass. This will provide 4od with Hhe . .
opf»riuni 4 be a pioreer in edusation
at 5t Charles m_gw oel.

pun'nj our Wrne Jogether Su will énd
poureelf surrounded by a new way of
tarning which intludes ereative group work,
individualized attention and new relaticnships.
Tees +his Sound ke &un? yes!!

WE _ARE |y TH!S TOGETHER ! Thie elass
will beecome an un{'crseenblr. F:.r& ot r
geshman ear and will be re ‘zl:

r making +his ! wow!

As :2: teachers, we are really exeited
about +his new op rtunity 4t we ean bring
o you and we bok forward 4 mﬁ'ps u at
pecial elass penie on Thurs. Aud. 25%

our s
m 6:30- 8:00 p.m. at Pothawaremie Fark Tavilion.
We will send you a letter in August wivh all
+he details on what 4o bring!
iN0S vEMOS Prousts! (wWe'll sce cach otherseon!)
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ST. CHARLES HigH ScHooL Batmr 508

1020 Dunham Road + St. Charies ¢ lllinois 60174  708-584-1100 _Dr. Francis J. Kostel

July 6. 1954 | Associate Principal

Dear | : | . Assistant Principal

This next school vear, 1954-1995, our new integrated concept-centered
curriculum combdining Art and Spanish will be offered for SO freshmen.
-Your child, signed up to be 3 member of
this unique class. : _ .

The trstructors, Kathy Zimmer and Debbie Kiing, will teach the Spanish
-Art class entitled "La Frontera®. The class will meet 6th and 7th periods.
Each student will receive one integrated grade for each nine weeks/exam/
semester. This grade will appear on the report card and transcript as the
grade for Spanish |, Design-Color, Design-Drawing, and 3D Design. While
the course outiines and outcomes for Spanish | and the beginning design
curriculum will be covered, the materfal will be presented in 8 manner
that will help students Gevelop the knowledge 2nd skills of all the
courses. The format will help them develop 2 stronger ungerstanding of
Spanish cultures and view the elements of artistic, creative design more
alobally.

We will te going on two field trips to Chicago. One trip will focus on the

- Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum and include a walking tour of Hispanic
murals. The other trip will be to the Art Institute of Chlcaao in our
community, the St. Charles Public Library has scheduled February. 1985 as
the month they will showcase artwork from our integrated class.

we look forward to meeting you at our special class kick=off pichic on

Thursgay, August 25, from 630 - B.00 at Pottawatomie Park Pavilion

- There will be 2 sign-up sheet at the picnic for any parent interested in

- peing 2 parent-helper for our various activities. We will send you a letter
in Auaust 2s a reminder angd details of what to bring.

P)ease Zirect Qquestions to our department chairs, Kathy Kaiser, Fine Arts
Department, Diana Prentiss, Foreign Language Debartment. at S84-1100 or
one of us 2t home guring the summer.

. Sincerely, S

/%W mmwz/

~ Debbdie Kling, Art Kathy erméer, panish
Q . 584-6935 _ 584-8283

©C.USD 303



'<<LA FRONTERA>>

A class that crossed the traditional borders of disciplines.

: <<La Frontera>> (the border) Is an integrated cumiculum combining Spanish and art in a
double period class at St. Charles High School. This integrative model, that crossed the
traditional borders of disciplines, is the first step in helping our high school staff develop similar
programs for regular discipline based classes. The target of this effort has been to develop
students’ global perspectives through the integration of art with the internationally spoken
language of Spanish. ~ : S

The ultimate goal of the class is to improve students’ international perspective and
cuftural understanding needed in today’s shrinking world. = Students exhibit creativity while
becoming proficient in a usable second language, communicating effectively in the target
language both through oral, visual, and written performances. They show evidence of critical
thinking, using and accessing information, and displaying ethical conduct, all of which enhance
and substantiate Community Unit School District 303's district outcomes.

Ohe of the major ‘drivers in this innovative curiculum was our district's longrange
strategic pian. The strategic plan has been the foundation for changes oceurring in owr high

school. Parents, students, and staff have been involved in developing the mission and vision of

the high school targeting specific outcomes that describe process skills.

- <<La Frontera>> was designed to foster the student’s ability to discover through
interconnecting. This gives our students the opportunity to draw on knowledge without regard to
specific disciplines. Our newly designed instructional strategies provide the entire high school
staff the opportunity to experience the combining of two distinctive disciplines. Students, staff
and community have recognized the universality of artistic expression and how it is reflected in
foreign cultures and civilization (one of our district’s outcomes). :

The project lends itself to & classroom design thet is characterized as a multi-use space
with areas set up to facilitate learning experiences. The room is organized to accommodate
integrated cross-disciplinary education which includes cooperative large groups, small group
and skill specific areas. The design team has addressed discipline discrete coverage of
particular content and skill areas prescribed for traditional foreign language and art classes.
The regular scope and sequence of these dlasses is cultivated and taught through topics and
themes that evolve from the new instructional strategies and cumriculum developed through the

“project team. This has improved the achievement of students in meeting our standards for

learner outcomes.

By combining Spanish and art, students.and teachers have a two hour block of time in
which to work. The multi-use production space provides immediate appiications of content.
This enhances students observational skills, and helps students internalize the language.
Students are exposed o the language for a longer period of time because it is used to drect
students in their integrated skill-based studies resuiting in improvement of students’ usable
proficiency. . '

:



Over the last two years at St. Charles High School, <<La Frontera>> has evoived from a
one semester pilot project offered during the fall of 1993 to a two year sequenced class being -
offered for schoo! year 1995-96. The enroliments for September 1995 will support a team of six
teachers, and generate two sections of <<La Frontera I>> and one section of <<La Frontera lI>>.
It is a growing program with the foreign language department having 22 sections of beginning
Spanish and one double section of <<La Frontera I>>. The middie school has a new foreign
language program that will provide additional Student population potential when they finally

~come to the high school. The class counts for the art classes are stable and it appears that the
client base for this course came from an unserviced student population for the past two years.

The design and planning team will have in place at the end of this school year, an entire
integrated Spanish and art cumiculum that indudes a daily planning record, assessments and
scoring rubrics, instructional strategies, and all the integrated lessons and supplementary
materials to support the project. During the summer of 1995, the design team will devise, plan,
and write curriculum to be implemented in <<La Frontera lI>> for next fall. This restructuring -

process is on-going and as the curriculum is refined, the integrated mode! is redesigned and
realigned to continuously mest the needs of our student population. -

This innovative curiculum has provided many opportunities for parent/community
involvement. Over the last two years, the teaching team has brought in Hispanic artists from the
community to share ther expertise and skills, Curently, the team is pursuing an Artist-in-
Residence program for school year 1995-199s, <<La Frontera>> has provided an opportunity
for community members and parents to view the progress of the students by showcasing their
work in the St. Charles Public Library and the Norris Cultural Arts Center. '

Parents are always invited to come into the dass and observe. The final exam
experience in January of 1995, included parents coming to observe the “Mastery of Skills™ that
were performed in cooperative group presentations. An open door policy is, and will continue to
be, initiated in the <<La Frontera>> classroom. Perents will continued to be invited to participate
in various field trips and to assist in class activities, very similar to the classic example of the
"Room Mothers/Parents” in elementary school. Faveorable response has come from the monthly
newsletter sent out by the teaching team to parents informing them of units of study, projects and

upcoming events occurring in the classroom on a daily basis.

<<La Frontera>> is new, exciting, innovative and hands-on. <<La Fronteras> isa
collaborative effort that was developed by iife-long learners for students of today and life-long
learners of tomorrow! - _ :

For more information about this class, contact Debbie Kﬁng (art) or Kathy Zimmer (Spanish) at
St. Charles High School, 584-1100.
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oo | We can hardy believe we have finished five wesks of <<lLa Frontera>>. It has been an exciting
090 and challenging experience integrating Spanish and art and making our d'eams come alive.

: During these frrst five weeks, students have been busy learning greetings and introductions,
Q numbers and colors. seasons, days., weeks and months and discovering that they know many
' Spanish words already. Time has been spent creating and completing Aztec and Mayan pattern
@ designs, exploring color theory through fabric dyes, demonstrating a knowiedge of positive and
negative space by pursuing contour drawing and creating a calendar collage . . . just to name a
bvﬁ few things we have actually done in class! Students also have had an opportunlty to create
V positive and negative designs with tortillas and then eat therr cinnamon-coated fried \d{esxgns‘
um
This week students are finishing up therr first entre unit of study in the Spanish curriculum. The
students have spent classtime giving valuable input as to how to assess their learning and we
will be completing some visual performances by video taping speeches during class on
Wednesday and wrapping up our assessments on Thursday. Ask to see your student’s passport
{(portfolio). As you can see, this year, students of <<La Frontera>> are working with new
assessment techniques. Please take the time to look at the grade criteria sheet inside your
child'’s passport notebook. This explains the key areas we will be assessing this semester.
They are giving ther peers positive and negative feedback and have the opportunity to assess

@ ther own work. Students also have a chance to reflect upon the week by doing journal writing.

)

This feedback jives us the information we need to develop and revise authentic tasks that
measwure what «ne students are learning and how we can help them leamn better. At this time, all

passparts have been collected by the “Border Patrol” (Senora Kling and Senora Zimmer), and
will be stamped before students can pass through customs"'

Mexican - Independence Day. September 16th, was Tuly a gastronomml experience. We
OOOO integrated our class with the Advanced Foods class in the Home Economics department.

(These students run the school’s restaurant “The Getaway”.) They served our entre class

ensalada. quesadllas and postre while we practiced our manners and Spanish greetings.

UM, YuM )
[j The end of this week brings our first ﬂ'ree-dmenslonal project into play . . . Aztec primitive &
pottery. Local potter, Manny Hernandez, will be demonstrating pottery bmlding as a pat of the d
© V'0) schookwide multi-cutural experience. Students will have an opportunity to create a primitive V&Q
@ piece of pottery and embellish it with Mexican patterning. Talking about primitive, the pots will
be packed in sawdust and actually fred in the Homecoming Bonfire, October 6! (Can anyone %

bring us sawdust? We need alot)

A We once again welcome anyone who would like to stop by to visit our class. Our class meets &
everyday between 12:25 and 2:10 in the Little Theater. We will be asking for volunteers to C—O
chaperone our field trip to the Mexican Fine Arts Museum on November 8. We will be leaving ae
school at 10:00 a.m. and be returning to school around 5 p.m. Also, watch for info for an

evening trip to see the Argentina Ballet Troupe at the Auditorium scheduled for the beginning of ‘\ ,'
4 November. .
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The month of March was a busy month with the fieldtrip to Chicago, the art show judging, and
the completion. of three entre units of study. Here's a quick update on <<la Frontera’s>>

were heerd roaring from the
been proud of his protegées.

Warking in cooperative groups, the students piggybacked on each others” ideas composing an
essay written in Spanish descibing | they would do if they won the lottery. The relief
embossed sculptwal coins exhibited radial design concepts, as well as patterning and
symmetical design. The ancient coinage brought to fife the significance of counting in Spanish,
The students are now able to count from 100 to 1,000,000.
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WestutedwwbismmitofsmdywimaﬁeldﬁptoﬂwmlnstinneofChicago. After or
delicious lunch at Hat Dance, we took a sculpture walking tour to the Art Institute. The students
were given a packet of information that they needed to uncover and discover while in the
museum. [t was important for the students to observe not only the artwork itself, but also how a
real museum exhibits and dsplays ther most treasured artworks and ertifacts. Why? On June 5
and 6, ou culminating final exam activity will be to have the students design the <<la
Frontera>> museum to which parents, staff and the community ere invited. Your student will be
the museum docent and present and exhibit specially chosen warks from ther pertfolio. The
students will need tri-fold display boards on which to present their authentic artifacts.
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geometrical and cubistic drawing. Once again, the students’ efforts exceeded our expectations.
We are certain that the presentations describing their bodies, face, clothing and daily habits wil
be excellent as well. ;Como se dice “Sttle toes® or “wide hips? The students wil perform a
~ fashion show, April 7, utilizing and reinforcing the new vocabulary learned in this lesson.

Lets look shead . . . Our April units of study include ancther 20 project called <<El Arbol

Geneolégico>>. We will lean the names for the members a family, a pet, and also how to
Compare a person or thng to one ancther using demonstratives, superiatives, and é

&e showcasing for this unit of study is Joan Mg, . ' %
Many of our students’ wark —

|
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wes chosen for the pring “Artfest 'S5 heid In the Norris Cuthral

Arts Center Gallery during the month of May, Opening night is April 30 at 7 p.m. We look [ ——)
forwerd to showcasing our class accomplishments, - - —
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<<LA FRONTERA>>

Crossing the Traditional Borders of Discipline

k4
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St. Charles Community Unit School District 303
St. Charles High School
1020 Dunham Road
St. Charles, IL 60174
(708) 584-1100
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BQ] <<La Frontera>> is an integrated curriculum combining Spanish and art in a double
period class at St. Charles High School. This integrative model that crossed the
V traditional borders of disciplines, is the first step in helping our high school staff
develop similar programs for regular discipline-based classes. The target of this effort
has been to develop students’ global perspectives through the integration of art with
the internationally spoken language of Spanish.

C%@BZ

In working through the St. Charles High School mission statement it is the belief of the
o Spanish /art planning team that it is essential to “ . . . meet the needs of all students.”
Through the integrated teaching of Spanish/art we are meeting the needs of a student
population who learn through making interconnections; from Spanish to art, from the
classroom to everyday experiences, and from the traditional curricula to the new
technologically enhanced curriculum. The students’ visual performances are
enhanced by computer generated graphics, type-set text, as well as multi-media
applications including animation, film production, access to the Internet and and laser
@ disk collections.

The use of computers in the classroom allows the students to make immediate hands-
on connections from the curricuium learned to real-life applications. It promotes the
students to problem solve with various computer software through trial and error. The
students, through these problem solving techniques, learn to use and access the

SSEIX]

w information necessary to produce a quality final project, whether it be a creative visual
product, a spoken performance, or a written performance. With the installation of the
D[j DuKane Smart System in the new North Building the students will have access to the
Internet allowing the students to interact not only with other members of their learning

©) community, but the community at large. This interaction will help the students to ,

@ understand that they live in a large community - the world - from which they can draw

(7
S

an infinite amount of information.

As students are becoming very computer literate at an early age, it is essential that we
have the technological capability to further challenge these students when they reach

the high school level, rather than let them become stagnant. The La Frontera teaching
team feels strongly that the derivation of this technological knowledge should not be a
separate activity, distinct from what is happening in the classroom, rather an extension
of the curriculum and learning in practice. The immediate hands-on implementation of
technology makes the Iearnnng authentic.
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The St. Charles School District 303 outcomes, communicate effectively, think critically,
exhibit creativity, display interpersonal skills, demonstrate global responsibility and
cross-cultural understanding, develop and maintain personal wellness and access
and use information effectively are easily met through technological access on a

continual basis in the classroom.
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY @
“Students use word processing that encourages process writing.

D)0y

o
0
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*Students organize and present oral and written reports

using multi-media environments utilizing text, audio, video graphics and
animation. :

“Students create drawings and graphics using computer ONC

applications to clarify and solve problems.

"Students use telecommunication and other technology to - D

communicate and collaborate with people in other locations. m
THINK CRITICALLY

“Students utilize stored information in decision making. OO 00
"Students envision how technology connects to real world

problems. -

"Students resolve problems through independent use of a
variety of technological applications. . ‘
"Students use technology to aid in analysis and synthesis.

EXHIBIT CREATIVITY
"Students use technology for creative/artistic expression in a

=l

%
28

variety of ways. : :

"Students use technology to stretch their own personal

creativity. B S
DISPLAY INTERPERSONAL SKILLS, SELF UNDERSTANDING, AND
ETHICAL CONDUCT

"The students practice ethical standards that guide the use of technology.

“The students use technology to assist in self-assessment and personal.

~ improvement. _ '

“The students uses technology to facilitate cooperative learning.

DEMONSTRATE GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CROSS-CULTURAL

SEDNEICE

UNDERSTANDING B d
oVo , “The student uses telecommunication and other technology to &Q
' communicate and collaborate with people in other locations.
@ : "The student uses technology to broaden personal : @E
understanding/tolerance for other cultures. ’
@ DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN PERSONAL WELLNESS PRACTICES :
“The student uses technology effectively in order to help boost
self-esteem. . %
"The student is confident in his/her own technological knowledge.
ACCESS AND USE INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY 080
“The student uses technology (e.g. CD-ROM, telecommunication, on-line o0

- - databases, video disk, etc.) to identify, select, manage, and use/apply
information.
(e]=]e) ;
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1. Mexican Pattemning: R
o Positive and Negative space, cut paper Design concepts . . _ -~
2 Tye Dye T-shirts: [ T
o . o o Color = 7-r:°
3. -~ Contour Drawing of Hands:
: Spanish number line - Drewing
a.  Calendar Collage |  Color
s.  Contour Bodies Collage
{ Positive and Negative space . Drawing

<<El Cuerpo Contorno>>

6.  Small Primitive Pottery |
Homecoming Bonfire Pot ' 3D Scuipture
<<La Olla Wtilitaria>>

7 Weather and Séason Murai

Pattern borders, Cooperative groups Design Concepts
<<El Mural Del Grupo>> -Color
8.  Metapec Suns - -
: Clay project Ceramic Scuipture
s ColoredPencilDrawing Drawing

<<Cara Aura>>

10.  Cut Paper Patteming

Negative and Positive Space ' Design Concepts
<<Papel Picado>> Color
1.  Skeleton Mask o
: Scored and Cut Paper Masks Relief Sculpture

Q <<La Mascara Esquelética>> 18
ERIC - .
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12.  Clay Masks

With Legend Ceramic Sculpture
_ <<La Méascara de Arcilia>>
13.  Chiidren’s Books & . Drawing
<<El Libro Para Nifios>> - "“~~ gy
14.  Painted Shadow Puppets RS
, Tempra paint, Color Mixing ... Color
K__.._ <<Pablo>> _ = L= STz
15.  AZtec Calendar
_ Pen and Ink ‘ - Drawing

<<Calendarios Aztecas>>
16.  Group Mosaic Mural

Final Exam First Semester
Perspective, Foreground, Middeground,

Background Color
| - Drawing
17.  Watercolors | Color
<<Actividades Acuareias>> Design Concepts
18 Perspective Drawing -
. Values and Perspective Drawing
<<Mi Casa es Su Casa>>
19, Tooling Foll Coins " Relief Sculpture
- <<El Dinero>> |
2. Cubism Face
Patterning - Design Concepts
<<Cara Cubisma>> Drawing
21, Clay Family Tree 9 Relief Sculpture

<<El Arbol Geneolégico>>

o 2 FoodUnit Still Life Painting
ERIC ' Tempra Paint, Contour, Color Mixing - Color
e <<En un Café>> Drawing



2. Monuments of the Past
. S<Los Monumentos>>

—_—— -

24, | Eﬁgy Pottery

<<Su Monumento al Futwro >>
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Sculpture
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Clay Sculpture -



Spanish students cross

By ROALD HAASE
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — By the time Katie Sun-

day completed her first-year Spanish class
this week, she learned a lot more than how
to say “Como esta usted?” ' o

Soon to be a sophomore at St. Charles
High School, Katie’s final exam consisted of
more than just Spanish vocabulary and
usage. - - .

She learned a lot about Spanish art and

culture, and she also learned how to create

her own art projects. _
Katie was a student in the Spanish Art I
class, an integrated curriculum that not
only teaches students Spanish but also
how to draw and paint and utilize color.
For the art portion of her final examina-
tion, Katie submitted a variety of works,
and like other students presented them at

" week.

“the school’s Little Theater.

The final was termed the “La Frontera
Museum.” In-Spanish, Katie said, La Fron-
tera means “the border.” :

“In our class, it means crossing the bor-
der as integrated classes,” she said this

“We learn Spanish I language, and we
learn the basic arts, including 3-D design.”

Debbie Kling taught the art portion of
the class, and Kathy Zimmer taught the
language component, Katie said. .

- *“I think I learned Spanish better (than
she otherwise would have),” Katie said.

“We speak it more. And we do our art pro-

jects.” . . -

To illustrate the concept of the integrat-
ed class, she cited one project in which stu-
dents designed a house and then learned
all the Spanish words for the parts of the

“the border’

Kane County Chronicle °
Saturday, June 10, 1995

building. _ ’
“We had to get up and give a 10- to 1
line speech about what'’s in our house
Katie said. - -
To Katie, it was “a very neat class.” .
According to Kling, students display
six of their favorite art works at the :
Frontera Museum exhibit. Completed p:
jects included Mexican patterning, sm
primitive pottery, clay masks, childre:
books, painted shadow puppets, a gro
mosaic mural and monuments.
Kling said that final examinatio

“approached from this way are less intir

dating and far more exciting.” She label
the hands-on final “an authentic asse.

- ment in action ...”

Traditional finals haven't been elimin.
ed. Katie had to take oral and writt
finals for the language portion of the cla

{ " Sue Jensen, left, talks to Spanish student Katie Sunday, who
was a member of a St. Charles High School class that not only
teaches Spanish but also how to draw and paint.

09
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